Awaken the Watchmen
There is something happening
 
There is something going on around the world,
 
Something of great significance is happening at this moment in history
 
It is bigger than us 
 
It is growing faster than we can imagine
 
Night and day, sunrise to sunset 
 
It is happening in the cities, and in rural villages,
 
This move of God is covering the earth as the waters cover the sea.
 
It’s happening right now,  and 
 
We are the eye witnesses to this move of God in our time.
 
We are the people who are being called to pray night and day
 
We were born for such a time as this –
 
A time of 24 hours 7 days a week 365 days a year
 
A time to seek the Lord
 
A time to awaken the watchmen


 
At this moment we are witnessing a mighty move of God through the Global Day of Prayer. This move is raising millions of Christians to take responsibility to pray for their communities and the world. 
 
While the Global Day Prayer unites the church for one day a year, God is raising 24/7  watches to cover the world  in prayer night and day. 

______________________________________
 History is full of accounts where God called His church to night and day prayer.
Old Testament priests filled the temple with praise, worship and intercession 24 hours a day. 
 
In Acts 1-2  we read how the Spirit descended on the early church after 10 days of night and day prayer.

_______________________________
 

3rd and 4th Century Christians moved into desert retreats and monasteries.  Living in seclusion, the Desert Fathers & Mothers prayed  night and day. Using the Bible as their prayer guide, they interceded for their communities and the world.
 
A Celtic watch in Bangor, near Belfast in Ireland was kept going for 300 years, during which time the book of Psalms were prayed in 8 hour cycles for 24 hours a day 7 days a week. 
 
These accounts are just a glimpse of  God at work down through the ages - and now it is our turn. It is our chance to be a part of the history that God is writing and to change the destiny of our nations through continual worship and intercession.
 
Over the last decade this movement of night and day prayer has indeed grown and is multiplying at an astonishing rate.
 
There is no formula for the planning and running of a 24/7 prayer watch and each community has the freedom to worship God according to their own needs and in their own locations. Whether from lofty prayer towers, or crowded rooms, prisons or tin houses, God is at work.  And every prayer watch is adding to the river of prayer that is covering the globe.  
  

It was from the ancient city of Jerusalem that God, through the prophet Isaiah, first called for watchmen to take their place on the walls - and today God’s children are again responding responding to this call and all over the world watchmen are beginning to take their place on the walls.

Taking no rest, but continually waiting on the Lord has been  the heartbeat of the Jerusalem house of Prayer since 1987.  It is here through the gates of Jerusalem, in 2 hour cycles, that prayer teams cover the earth with prayer 24 hours a day –

Across the valley, looking out over the ancient wall, yet another 24/7 prayer watch continues night and day. Visitors come from  all over the world to join this watch that is firmly established on a platform of worship and praise.
 
In Kansas city in the United States, intercessors have also heard the call to prayer and since 1999 have established a 24/7 prayer watch at the International House of Prayer.

In EGYPT on Maquattam mountain prayer walks daily cover the people of Garbage city.

Hundreds gather in churches or secret places to stand in the gap for the Middle East. In other places such as in the desert, prayer watches are being established.

Despite ongoing persecution and many natural disasters, the church in Indonesia is one of the fastest growing churches in the world. With a  NATIONAL Prayer Network in over 500 cities, Christians gather for night and day prayer in what they call Prayer Towers. 

The nation of South Korea has for many years lead the way in spiritual warfare and prayer – numerous prayer watches across this nation travail in prayer night and day every day of the year, believing God for spiritual breakthroughs to bring about salvation and renewal to North Korea and the rest of the world.

In BRAZIL an initiative called Chain of Reaction is mobilising local churches to take blocks of 7 days of non-stop prayer.  Their goal is to mobilise a 1000  prayer watches per week to pray for their nation and the world.

Thousands of Christians come to France for day and night watches of contemplative prayer and worship.

In India night and day prayer watches are being established and thousands are joining watches that unite the Body of Christ over this vastly populated nation. 

Some prayer watches are placed in some of the “dark places”  of our world – and while God's children are praying God's promises back to Him - His light is piercing the darkness and spiritual transformation is changing lives and circumstances.
 
In OLMOS prison, Argentina,  true transformation is taking place as inmates discover the power of praying without ceasing. Throughout the day different prison cells cover the day light hours in prayer and as night falls a night watch is established as they determine, not to allow sleep nor slumber to their eyes while they wait on the Lord. Every morning is ushered in with jubilant shouts of worship. Truly a living example of prison to praise.

Once these towers guarded men such as Nelson Mandela in the infamous Polsmoor Prison, but today intercessors spend nights of prayer standing in the gap for those who society has rejected, but God still loves.

A praying mother in South Africa established a 24/7 prayer watch when her son became addicted to drugs and involved in Satanism. She was determined to see her son delivered and today there are over 300 24/7 watches involving more than 12 000 people praying for those in  addictions and involved in Satanism.

Yes, the light continues to pierce the darkness.

This new wine is beginning to overflow in every nation of the world and the youth are creating exciting dynamic  expressions of prayer. 

In KENYA young people established a POWER HOUSE of prayer in an old class room, and minutes quickly turn to hours for these young people who will wrestle without ceasing until they find the presence of the Lord.

This generation will not allow time to hinder their experience of waiting in the presence of the Living God.  In Northern Ireland young people acknowledge the fact that they are entering a place of the presence of the Lord by removing their shoes.

Children are also given the opportunity to grow in worship, and intercession. Every prayer joins the river of prayer for the lost and the hurting, and is a constant reminder that there is something more for those who earnestly seek his face.
 

The prophet Joel prophesied  that in the last days, God will pour out his spirit on all people, young men will see visions and the old will dream dreams.  These words are daily been experienced in our time, and as the youth move in obedience ,old men and women gather in OLD AGE and FRAIL care homes - they too are interceding for a lost world.
 
 
True transformational change is happening in an impoverished community with about 1,3 million people on the outskirts of Johannesburg.  A prayer watch was established in a tin house, a place that has become a beacon of hope to all who enter.  More than 60 prayer watches cover this community night and day in pray - and literally daily new people are joining in prayer.  This same thing is happening in dozens of other townships all over South Africa.

Prayer has changed the spiritual climate of this community and today police acknowledge that life in the township is safer now, since God’s people have been at prayer.

 
And so from the rising of the sun, to the going down of the same, 24 hours of every day God’s name is being praised around the globe – We invite you to be a part of this move, presenting your nation and the world before the throne of grace.  Let us STAND ON THE WALL, let us AWAKEN the WATCHMEN and let us pray God’s promises night and day for the kingdom of God to come and for His will to be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 
 

