24/7 Prayer 2008 Complete Script

Text:

And will not God grant justice to His chosen ones who cry to him day and night?

VO # 1:

The 24/7 prayer movement has exploded across the globe. Worldwide, Christians are answering God's call to engage in night-and-day prayer.

VO # 2:

Many different expressions of how 24/7 prayer is structured and carried out exist.  In some situations, 24/7 prayer consists of a network of designated prayer rooms set aside for continual prayer. Sometimes Prayer Chains are formed, with people committing to pray for a specific time each day.

24/7 prayer is happening on different levels. At least one initiative coordinates continual prayer on a global scale.

GRAHAM POWER

Chairman, Global Day of Prayer
The 10 days of Prayer preceding the day of prayer is such a special time, and we have seen people around the globe taking different slots, different times, joining in with many millions of Christians around the world; and it's with such excitement that I look forward in seeing every nation on this globe participating in the Global Day of Prayer.

 VO # 3:

Sometimes prayer is coordinated across an entire nation.

 LENA WAN  

Secretary, South East Asia Prayer Council
In Singapore we have a very interesting 24/7 model of prayer we call it the 24/ 365. The whole year is divided into 52 weeks and each week a church will say I will be the anchor church for this week. How they hand over each week is during the Sunday morning service. There is no physical meeting between the churches, but the pastor will announce in the Sunday morning church service that we have completed our week of 24/7 prayer for our nation and we are handing over to the next church.

YANIRA GONZALEZ

 Latin America

We have divided for example a country in 12 regions, and one region takes the 24/7 prayer for one month. So the twelve months will be covered. For example, in one region you can have 50 churches  and those fifty churches are going to take turns or 30 churches and one church is going to assign  the 24/7 prayer for each day, to cover the whole year, for  the twelve months of the year.

IOAN PEIA

 Romania

The Romanian prayer network is a network of churches that divide time in every month. Several churches take a day and they cover the day in prayer and this way it’s all around the clock we pray together, 145 churches.

MIKE KNOTT

 New Zealand
So we gathered together and planned that we'd divide the nation up into 7 regions, and each of those regions will pick up a day and during that day they would gather the churches in their region and cover the day in 24 hour prayer, and then pass it on to the next region. 

LENA WAN

The Thai intercessors from Thailand are also very creative. They have divided 24 hours of the day into 15 minute slots. Each 15 minute block is taken by one person anywhere in the nation of Thailand. They communicate by SMS and each person will hand over to another 15 minutes each day.

 VO # 4:

24/7 prayer also takes place regionally.

ONASSIS JEEVARAJ
Prayer Coordinator, India
In one of the cities in Madurai there are more than 2000 churches. So when we had a challenge of 24/7 365 days a year, nonstop prayer, about more than 500 churches signed up. Immediately the next week we printed a calendar with all the time table with which all the churches are going to pray which day and this calendar was pasted in all the churches and each church will know if there is an Assembly of God church, they will know this particular day we are praying. And the New Life Assembly church will say this day we are praying. So their quarter of 24 hours has been taken up.

 VO # 5:

In some places, believers will establish a citywide prayer watch.

BARRY ISAACS 

Transformation Africa, Cape Peninsula
What they've done is they have divided  the month up amongst the churches and each church takes a day, and they open it up to their congregations where the congregation will come in and sign in an hour that they will take and they will be responsible to pray for that particular hour.

 VO # 6:

And finally, individual groups of believers and congregations are also engaged in 24/7 prayer.

YANIRA GONZALEZ 

A single church can organize their own members giving them one hour of prayer to cover the whole day, the whole week, and the whole year. 

PETER SEKHONYANE 

South Africa
What we do, we put up a chart in a church and we start asking, who are the people that are available to pray between say, 12 and 1?

There will be two or three hands going up. There is a secretary who takes their names, their addresses, their cell phone numbers, until we fill up every hour of that chart, every member of that church taking one hour.

 VO # 7:

With some creativity, 24/7 prayer can take place in just about any situation or context.

NADINE ARENDSE
 National Youth Prayer Coordinator
What the young people do is they get night clubs or spots which people are not using. -any space. Some people go and actually get shop space as long as it is in the heart of the community. And what they do is they set it up as a prayer room.

LENA WAN

The Vietnamese people are very creative. They are unable to gather in large groups due to the nature of their nation. It is a closed nation. However what they do is three times a year they organize a prayer journey. They travel by hired bus, to travel and pray in every location in their country stopping at different towns and joining with the local church believers to pray for a night or few hours.

WILLEM JOUBERT

Prison Ministry
In Johannesburg prison currently we've got at least at least 48 different 24/7 prayer watches running. We ask them to organize yourselves in your block or in your cell -  in some cells there is up to 40 people, there is lots of overcrowding, then that block becomes a logical place that can become a 24/7 prayer  watch.

 VO # 8:

Where a specific room is designated for continual prayer, the aim is to make the room as engaging as possible.

PETE GREIG   

England

And make it as enjoyable and creative and fun and engaging as you possibly can. Have good music in there, have pictures, have space for people to do graffiti, make it engaging. 

ALFRED GCILITSHANE

Youth Ministry
We have found that the variation keeps the young people in engaged in prayer. So we do encourage different ways of prayer to be expressed.

ELIZABETH JORDAAN
Jericho Walls International
Every person in the room is encountering God at a different place, some people are praying at the Word Watch where you read the word, other people are sitting in a quiet corner and just reflecting on God, and others are praying aloud for the concerns of the nations where there are things like newspaper clippings, and so on. So it’s a very enjoyable way of praying. 

PETE GREIG

Mike Bickle says if prayer is not enjoyable it's not sustainable.

 VO # 9:

You don't even need a room to spare.

ELIZABETH JORDAAN
I remember some people in Africa saying they have a prayer tree. So they gather around the tree at certain times and they pray, and they establish a place where they can say this is where we meet with God.

 VO # 10:

There are a variety of guidelines and suggestions that exist on how to pray during 24/7 prayer. Some models break an hour down into smaller segments, each with a different focus.

WILLEM JOUBERT

And we say can you pray for 5 minutes? And people say, Yes that will be possible.  And I say okay, now if you want to pray an hour you pray 12 times 5 minutes and it is as easy as that.

 VO # 11:

Sometimes worship is combined with prayer, such as the Harp and Bowl model. 

MIKE BICKLE

International House of Prayer – Kansas City
The 4 to 500 full time people is what is required if you are going to have a worship-driven house of prayer missions base type thing. Where all 84 two hour prayer meetings are led by four worship teams. That's what I mean by 4 to 500 people to have 84, 2 hour prayer  meetings a week which is 24/7  all led by four worship teams. 

 VO # 12:

Others join in a Word Watch, praying scriptures from the Bible.

Steve Hawthorne
Texas, USA

 24 hour prayer is often done with teams that pray one shift and they follow with another. The most practical thing we found to do is to have a scripture for the day or for the week or something like that.

ESTELLE BRINK
Global prayer Watch
So when people can just take their Bible and read from it, declaring out loud the truth of the word as it is, its actually prayer and its making a proclamation of  the truth of the words of God into the spiritual atmosphere.

 VO # 13:

Prayer includes concerns for the community, the nation as well as for personal revival.

WILLEM JOUBERT

And then the second five minutes usually we ask them, are there any concerns that you have for yourself or your family, so it's in fact personal.   

ONASSIS JEEVARAJ
Maybe the different needs happening in their own locality, maybe the corruption, about the evil practices happening in their own places.   

ELIZABETH JORDAAN
For instance if something is happening in a nation, like an election is coming up, then there is a reason for people to focus and come to the Lord. 

BARRY ISAACS
Whether it is political, whether it be social, economical, educational, whatever it may be, those are issues people pray into.

 VO # 14:

As you consider 24/7 prayer it is important not to overlook the youth and children.   
In many places young people are the driving force behind this prayer movement.
PETER SEKHONYANE

The majority of the people that are carrying the prayer initiative in my line of work are young people.

ETIENNE PIEK

Global Day of Prayer, Youth Coordinator
In South Africa we see young people putting up prayer rooms in schools and during the off times they go to these prayer rooms and before school they pray, after school they pray. On Friday nights they pray from 6 o'clock to 6 o'clock the Saturday morning.

MIKE KNOTT
The young people love doing the night watch they were great on there and just absolutely went for it.

ANTON CRUZ

Children’s Prayer Ministry

Christian Worship Center is focusing on prayer. This is the place children get anointed and Royal Kids live here and pray 24 hours and they receive the anointing. 

 VO # 15:

Some models of 24/7 prayer require a variety of people to coordinate it and make it effective.

MIKE KNOTT

It does involve people picking up all sorts of different roles. I was very clear about what mine was, but I did need people who would pick things up regionally, people who would orchestrate it and administer it, and pull the whole thing together. 

 VO # 16:

Fortunately, coordination and communication are made easier in countries which are able to effectively use technology.

ELIZABETH JORDAAN

Some places where people pray in their homes, after you finish your hour of prayer then you phone the next person and say I finished mine or send a SMS or text message. Tell them listen now it’s your turn to take up the watch.

PER NIELSON

I think the key was to use the internet. Otherwise it would be very complicated to cover and make sure that it was running smoothly. Because everyone in Denmark can go to the internet, they can print what they need. They can look what are the prayer requests for this day.

 VO # 17:

Besides good communication, motivation is another essential ingredient to ensure that 24/7 prayer is sustainable.

ELIZABETH JORDAAN

For this month we will pray for the educational system in our country. Then you can involve them, say go even to schools and ask lists of names of children that we can pray through in the prayer room. Pray for the principles and teachers. So if you change the focus like that regularly you teach people to pray for things way beyond their own personal concerns.

WILLEM JOUBERT

We found it's imperative to do follow up. So we follow up with the 24/7 watches prayer coordinator and get feedback from them. Also we give them new ideas on how to keep the motivation going. This is essential.

 VO # 18:

As you become more aware of 24/7 prayer, you may be wondering where to start.

MIKE BICKLE

One of the key things in establishing a 24/7 house of prayer, as simple as it is, is start prayer meetings.

ETIENNE PIEK
Start with what you have. Don't think 24/7 365 rights from the word go.
LENA WAN

As we continue to pray the Lord will show others and get them excited and more and more people will come along the bandwagon. Sooner or later we are going to have 24 hours 7 days a week covered in prayer. 

 VO # 19:

As we cry out to God night and day, we are assured that He will hear us and will not delay in answering our prayers. 

LENA WAN

We have a song in Malaysia that we sing throughout South East Asia. Every time I pray I move the hand of God. My prayers do the things that my hands cannot do. 

PER NIELSON

Suddenly you work together with people and find we have the same spirit. We have the same love. We have the same Lord. We are brothers and sisters and we pray together.

BARRY ISAACS

The Bible says, “If my people will humble themselves and pray, seek my face; turn from their wicked ways, God says, "then I will heal their land."

 STEVE HAWTHORNE

It's one way of showing faith. Is that we are going to keep praying this until we see God come through.

MIKE KNOTT

As we begin to connect with God in prayer we connect with the greatest power in the universe.

