


The Open Doors World Watch 

Listϰ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ рл 

countries where persecution of 

Christians is most severe.

Reporting period for 2011 ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǘŎƘ [ƛǎǘϰ is from the 1st of November 2009  
to the 31st of October 2010



Rankings are based on persecution 

because of faith, not for political, 

economic, social, ethnic or 

accidental reasons.



Top 10 countries 
1. North Korea
2. Iran
3. Afghanistan
4. Saudi Arabia
5. Somalia
6. Maldives
7. Yemen
8. Iraq
9. Uzbekistan
10. Laos



Countries ranked 11 - 20 
11.   Pakistan
12.   Eritrea
13.   Mauritania
14.   Bhutan
15.   Turkmenistan
16.   China
17.   Qatar
18.   Vietnam
19.   Egypt
20.   Chechnya



Countries ranked 21 - 30 
21.   Comoros
22.   Algeria
23.   Nigeria (North)
24.   Azerbaijan
25.   Libya
26.   Oman
27.   Burma / Myanmar 
28.   Kuwait
29.   Brunei
30.   Turkey



Countries ranked 31 - 40 
31.   Morocco
32.   India
33.   Tajikistan
34.   United Arab Emirates
35.   Sudan (North)
36.   Zanzibar Islands (Tanzania) 
37.   Tunisia
38.   Syria
39.   Djibouti
40.   Jordan



Countries ranked 41 - 50 
41.   Cuba
42.   Belarus
43.   Ethiopia
44.   Palestinian Territory
45.   Bahrain
46.   Kyrgyzstan
47.   Bangladesh
48.   Indonesia
49.   Sri Lanka
50. Malaysia & Russia



1. NORTH KOREA

One would have to create 

a new language to put into 

words the cruelties of the 

North Korean regime. 



1. NORTH KOREA

Tens of thousands live and 

(ultimately) die in concentration 

camps. Possession of a Bible is 

reason to be killed or locked up with 

your family for the remainder of 

your life. 



2. IRAN

Of the estimated                   
450 000 Christians 
in Iran, 350 000 are 
Believers from a 
Muslim Background. 

Many are pressured by 
their families to return 
to Islam.



3. AFGHANISTAN

If exposed, Christians face fierce 
retaliation from family, 
community and the Taliban, 
including loss of employment, 
expulsion from their homes, 
verbal and physical abuse, 
imprisonment and even death.



4. SAUDI ARABIA

Islam is the official religion and 
all citizens must be Muslims. 
Public non-Muslim worship is 
forbidden at the risk of arrest, 
imprisonment, flogging , 
deportation and sometimes 
torture.



5. SOMALIA

The atmosphere in Somalia 
grows increasingly 
dangerous for Christians as 
the government is unable to 
impose order and Muslims 
from other countries are 
streaming through 
{ƻƳŀƭƛŀΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ



6. MALDIVES

The Muslim population uses extensive social 
control to keep watch over every single person to 
ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ŀƴȅ άŘŜǾƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ LǎƭŀƳΦ



7. YEMEN

Families and the government are the main sources 
of oppression and persecution throughout Yemen 
where practically every form of legislation is based 
on Sharialaw.


